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A draft constitution of constitutional monarchy
in the Republic of China : A research on Ma Jifu’s "Xianfaguanjian"
Cui Xuesen

Ma Jifu’s" Xianfaguanjian" is a monarchic draft drawn up in the early years of the Republic of
China. It is unique in the tide of private constitution in the early years of the Republic of China, and
because of its "outdated", for a long time it had been annihilated in the dust of history. The draft is mainly
based on the Meiji Constitution, and the Prussian Constitution also serves as a reference, emphasizing the
absolute power of "the great emperor", which is a typical dual monarchic constitution draft. It was the
product of Yuan Shih-Kai's restoration of imperialism, reflecting the remnants of imperialism under the
republican system. However, from the perspective of trying to clean up the political chaos at the
beginning of the Republic of China, the draft has a certain rationality in terms of establishing the highest
political authority of the ruler in the form of law.

Key words : Ma Jifu Xianfaguanjian Meiji Constitution
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