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一、《图考》来到明治时的日本 
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On the Study and Value of Chinese Botanical works 
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It would be useless,moreover, as I intend to speak of the well-known treatise on Chinese materia 
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medica Pen-ts'ao-kang-mu, for it is the type of all the Chinese productions of this class.. It can be said, 

that Li is the first and last critical writer on Chinese natural science and that he has never been rivaled 

by other authors. p.158  

16  

The Pen-ts'ao gives a complete record of the botany of the Chinese.  (p.161) 

 

( 73-74 ) 

It occurs often, that the Chinese in different provinces, have different names for the same plant, 

which must occasion much confusion.But in such a case the Chinese always know besides the local 

name of the plants, the book name also of the Pen-ts'ao, which they consider as the foundation of 

botanical knowledge. Li-shi-chen gives also a great number of synonyms of each plant.  (p.241) 

 

43

 

This suits perfectly with the Sweet Potato as also with the fine drawing of the Sweet Potato in the 

Ch.W. .  (p.219) 

 Phytolacca 44  

There can be no doubt, that Shang-lu is Phytolacca. See the good drawing in the Ch.W.XX . (p.219) 

 

( 22 14  

It contains 60 chapters. The one half of the work consists of a description (for the most part very 

confused) of the plants now known to the Chinese. The printing is very distinct.  The other  half 

includes nearly 1800 carefully executed drawings.Althouth here also many mistakes occur, this work is 

incomparably the best pictorial work of the Chinese of this class. The price at Peking is about $14.   

(p.163) 

  50  

Ts'an-tao,...Ch.W. (a fine drawing) .  (p.221) 

  

62  

The pen-ts'ao speaks of it briefly(Art. Ta-mai). The Ch.W.I.p.32 describes the Oats and gives an 

excellent drawing.   (p.225) 
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69  

In order, that Western science may profit by a study of Chinese botanical works, it is necessary not 

only to understand the Chinese writing, but also to recognize the plants there described. This leads us to 

a new difficulty. If the plants in question are not generally known, it is for the most part impossible to 

recognize them from the vague description of the Chinese botanists. Sometimes the good drawings in 

the Chi-wu-ming & c. permit us at least to determine the order to which the plant belongs. But the only 

exact method of identifying Chinese names of plants, with their scientific names, is to obtain the plants 

in nature and to determine them. This is, however, not possible in all cases.   (p.227) 
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1884 2 Nomenclature of Japanese plants 
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二、晚清民国时期的《图考》 
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三、《图考》在近代中国的形象塑造 

Sometimes the good drawings in 

the Chi-wu-ming & c. permit us at least to determine the order to which the plant belongs
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四、余论 
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The Spread of Chongxiu Zhiwu Mingshi Tukao between Modern China and Japan 

LIANG Cong-guo 

 

Abstract: The book of Chongxiu Zhiwu Mingshi Tukao had begun a cultural shuttle journey between 

modern China and Japan since it was produced. As far as it in Japan was concerned, it was considered 

as a role which supported more information resources in the knowledge transformation of modern Japan. 

However, this book in modern China consisted of dual meanings. On the one hand, it was remodeled as 

a modern image and regarded on the verge of modern science. On the other hand, it belonged to the 

Chinese nation and became an important text of Chinse civilization writtings. 

Key Words: Chongxiu Zhiwu Mingshi;  the spread; image 
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