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Abstract: Dalian port is recognized as the biggest and most representative fishing port in Northeast
China in the twentieth century. A large scale of port construction was launched since Dalian was occupied
by Russia in 1898, and Dalian Port was forced to open as a free port. During the Russo-Japanese War,
Dalian was occupied by Japan in 1904, and a claim was made by Japanese that Dalian Port would
continue to open for the benefit of the international trade. In the forty-year period when Dalian was
leased to Japan, Shipping, particularly steamship thus became the essential link from Dalian to Japan. As

a result, Osaka- Dalian line by Osaka Merchantman Co.,Ltd. was started in 1905. Since then a large
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number of people used this route.

This paper draws on exclusive resources, such as the private journals and memos kept by Japanese
passengers who came to Dalian, and the time period covers 13 years during which “Manzhou Guo” or
Manchuria was established and then perished. The paper endeavors to give a detailed account of how the
Dalian- Osaka line was developed and managed since it was opened in 1905.

Key words: Japan, Osaka, Kobe, Dalian, Moji, the transportation of steamship



